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THEY SAY,
“SACRED AND SECULAR

DISTINCTIONS
CAN’T BE MAINTAINED”

Jim Laws

INTRODUCTION1

Definition Of Terms

As with any crucial issue, it is imperative to be precise with the
terms that are being used to avoid any ambiguity. After all, one has not
accomplished anything if he ends up building a false case using terms
that do not properly apply. It would be like a Humanist building a false
view of Christianity and then attacking his false view.

This is certainly the case with the subject of Humanism as it
pertains to the distinction between the secular and spiritual spheres of
man’s experience. It is because the terms used in the literature, and the
current discussions, regarding this subject are used in various ways that
it becomes important at the outset to give some consideration to the
precise meanings for this discussion.

For instance, there are times when Humanism is defined as the
study of the power and dignity of man. Then, there is Protagoras and
his definition—“Man is the measure of all things”—which is quite
different from saying that man is the standard for all things, which is
more in keeping with what modern Humanists believe.

I am satisfied to let the Humanists define the term “Humanism,”
and explain what it is, themselves. In 1933, Humanists drew up a
statement of ideas, beliefs and goals called the Humanist Manifesto I.
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Humanist Manifesto I asserted that as far as the world is concerned, the
universe is self-existing and not created. It held that man is a result of
continuous natural process and that man is molded mostly by his
culture. This document avers that there is no supernatural, and
therefore, there is no need for such an idea as God. Further, it asserts
that man is totally physical; that all religion is the result of social
evolution; that the ultimate end of man’s life is found in the here and
now and not in any hereafter; that worship of God and prayer to Him
is rejected; that man must learn to depend upon science; and, that man
alone is the hope of man and the world of his dreams. Humanist
Manifesto I was drawn up at a time after World War I and it expressed
with great optimism the Humanists’ hopes and ideals.

Later, in 1973, came Humanist Manifesto II, which served as a
needed restatement following the world’s shock of the Nazi atrocities
of World War II. The evil the world saw of which certain people were
capable somewhat dashed the optimism of Humanist Manifesto I.
Therefore, a rewrite was needed. In Humanist Manifesto II, the reader
finds seventeen propositions that deal with subjects such as religion,
philosophy, mankind, society, a one-world government and science.2

However, there is, in practical terms, little difference from Humanist
Manifesto I. It still rejects Biblical theism, any faith based system of
salvation, any ideas of heaven and the fear of eternal damnation.

Therefore, Humanism is that philosophical system that holds that
man is the measure of all things; that is, he is ultimately the standard.
The Humanist denies the existence of any standard other than himself.
The German philosopher, Feuerback, possibly the greatest of modern
Humanists, speaks for the system when he says: “What man is not, but
wills to be or wishes to be, just that and only that, nothing else, is
God.”3 Secular Humanism would therefore be that system of thought
that holds that man is the measure of all things, the standard by which
all life is measured and judged.

Angeles defined Secular Humanism as:

A philosophy that (a) regards the rational individual as the
highest value, (b) considers the individual to be the ultimate
source of values; and (c) is dedicated to fostering the individual’s
creative and moral development in a meaningful and rational
way without reference to concepts of the supernatural.4

Therefore, when it comes to values, law, justice, good, beauty, and right
and wrong, the Secular Humanist view is that all such matters are to be
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judged by manmade rules with no credence given to either God or the
Bible. In fact, he says that the idea of an all-powerful God and the
Christian Bible are completely and thoroughly manmade concepts.
Hence, the reference to secular as opposed to the sacred.

Secular Humanism is therefore, atheistic; that is, it asserts the
knowledge claim that God as the Supreme Being of the universe does
not exist, nor is the Bible His divine Word. Such a position may be
termed “non-theistic,” and it is to be distinguished from the broader and
often ambiguous term of “Humanism.” On the other hand, Christian
Theism views God as the ultimate Being of the universe who has
always existed and has created all things in the universe other than
Himself.

The theist claims to know that the God of the Bible does exist and,
since goodness flows from the very nature of God, all value is to be
judged based upon Him as the ultimate standard. Therefore, the Bible,
both Old and New Testaments, is “God-breathed,” i.e., inspired and the
perfect revelation from God to man.

Humanism and Theism are two distinct positions which are
diametrically opposed to each other. In fact, one cannot hold to the one
while at the same time hold to the other without involving himself in a
logical contradiction. This means that if one holds to the tenants of
Secular Humanism he is also asserting that Christian Theism is in fact
false. At the same time, if one holds to the tenants of Christian Theism,
with its belief in the ultimate God of the Bible, then he is also asserting
that the position of Secular Humanism, as defined in this research, is in
fact false. There is no middle ground between the two positions. One
cannot be a Secular Humanist and at the same time be a Christian
Theist.

Scope, Limitations And Certain Presuppositions

As with precisely defining the terms under consideration, it is also
equally important to set forth in some brief fashion the scope of the
research at hand, the limitations that naturally limit the discussion, as
well as certain presuppositions that will be made for this research. This
discussion will address the matter of Secular Humanism and its attack
upon the sacred, that is, the challenge that Humanism presents to
Christian Theism. Because a large portion of this discussion centers
around the correct understanding of God, man, sin, salvation, and other
closely related subjects, it will not be the task of this discussion to
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prove the inspiration and authority of the Bible. This is not to say that
such cannot be proven, but merely that such a subject is beyond the
limits of this discussion. This is not an attempt to reason in a circle and
presuppose what must be proven, but rather to say that the Bible will be
the reference to the important matters of this discussion as it pertains to
the sacred, that is, the true Christian position. It will therefore be
presupposed that the Bible, all 66 books, is inspired of God and
whatever the Bible says on any given subject is right.

THE ARGUMENT FOR THIS DISCUSSION

If it is the case that man in his essential nature is both physical
and spiritual in makeup, making for a distinction between the
secular (the physical side of man) and the spiritual (the eternal
side of man, the soul), then Secular Humanism is false in its
assertion that man is physical only.

It is the case that man in his essential nature is both physical and
spiritual in makeup, making for a distinction between the secular
(the physical side of man) and the spiritual (the eternal side of
man, the soul).

Therefore, Secular Humanism is false in its assertion that man is
physical only.

THE MINOR PREMISE DEFENDED:
MAN’S FREE MORAL NATURE PROVES
HE IS BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL

The Bible affirms in its opening chapters that man, as God’s
creation, was given a choice in that he could choose either to obey or
to disobey God’s commands (Gen. 2:16-17). By the word “free,” the
Christian means the capacity to accept or to refuse any activity, and the
capacity to do either this or that. By referring to man as a “moral agent”
one simply means man has a sense of “oughtness” instilled within him.
In his letter to the Romans, Paul affirms that man has a sense of “moral
oughtness.” He states that the Gentiles, who did not have the Mosaic
Law as their guide, were not left without a guide, for those Gentiles did
“by nature the things contained in the law” (Rom. 2:14). Their
conscience bore witness, and their “thoughts” either accused or excused
them (Rom. 2:15-16). It is clear from the passages that Paul teaches that
they had a sense of “moral oughtness” which guided them. Man has this
sense of oughtness stamped in his conscience (Rom. 2:9-11). Concern-
ing man’s free moral nature, John Hick correctly observes:
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There is a necessary connection between personality and moral
freedom such that the idea of the creation of personal beings that
are not free to choose wrongly as well as to choose rightly is
self-contradictory and therefore does not fall within the scope of
the divine omnipotence. If man is to be a being capable of
entering into personal relationship with His maker, and not a
mere puppet, he must be endowed with the uncontrollable gift of
freedom.5

Oswald T. Allis stated: “In the very outset of man’s creation, his
relationship to his creator is of utmost importance. Man’s responsibility
to God is implied in the word command, which necessarily involves
either obedience or disobedience.”6

MAN’S RATIONALITY PROVES
HE IS BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL

Evidence from the Scriptures and from man’s own personal
experience proves that he is a rational being. If it can be seen that man
is a rational being, that is, capable of abstract thought and imaginative
thinking, which is not a purely physical act, then it will be proven that
man is more than purely physical but is spiritual as well. Lionel Ruby
explains the term “law of rationality,” saying: “We ought to justify our
conclusions by adequate evidence ... which is relevant to the conclusion
to which it is directed.”7 The Bible certainly teaches that man is to
justify his conclusions by adequate evidence. 1 Thessalonians 5:21
states: “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” The word
“prove” comes from the Greek term dokimazete, which means “to test,
examine, prove, scrutinize.”8 It follows from this passage that one is not
to receive as true every proposition which might be encountered, but
one is to prove or test every proposition he may meet. It is implied by
this that men are to live by the law of rational thought. 1 Peter 3:15
states: “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always
to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear.” Again, one is to justify his conclu-
sions with adequate evidence. The word “answer” is taken from a
Greek word, which means “verbal defense, speech in defense.” One can
see that the teaching of the Bible supports the law of rationality and
rational thought. Inspired writers of the Bible were rational in their
approach to teaching truth and not irrational. They use a variety of
teaching methods to “get the point across” to their readers. Jesus, Paul,
Peter and others use well-reasoned evidence to argue their case for the
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Christ and the truths of the Scriptures. All of this we often take for
granted. However, it proves man’s rationality, a faculty only man has;
he is more than just a physical being.

Further, as was mentioned above, one can come to this conclusion
from his own field of experience—that is about man’s ability to
reason—setting him apart from the rest of the creation. We have all
wondered at the “pencil in the glass” experience where the pencil,
while in the glass of water, somehow looks bent but once it has been
removed we see that in reality it is straight. The ability of man to reason
and to think abstractly proves that there is more to him than just the
physical. He wonders about the pencil, conducts experiments to answer
this puzzling question and draws conclusions based upon that evidence.
The Bible’s teaching about the need to justify our conclusions with
evidence is evidence of the fact that man is created in such a wonderful
way and that he is capable of using such a remarkable faculty to such
great lengths.

Further, think of man’s ability to imagine. In his own mind, he
thinks of a beautiful blue lagoon with bright blue sky above, sea birds
are circling in and out of white puffy clouds. A cool tropical breeze
blows as he watches the ocean waves coming and going. The very fact
that one can image such is proof that man is endowed with the
remarkable ability of ratiocination, the ability to think abstractly, to
imagine, and to invent, to reason. Man is the only creation of God with
that ability. Man has always had this ability. Go back in time. The
ancients were always great builders and inventors who developed
complex cultures and achieved tremendous accomplishments. The
modern world continues to be in awe of some of them. Where did such
ability come from? It was not developed over long periods of time,
rather, man has always had this ability which lower life forms simply
do not have. Man is more than mere “molecules in motion.” He is a
physical being as well as a spiritual one.

MAN’S CONSCIENCE PROVES
MAN IS BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL

Each of us understands what is meant when someone refers to our
conscience. Someone has referred to it as the “impartial spectator” that
gives us our highest sense of ourselves. Except in pathological people,
the conscience with its voice is clear, “you are obligated to do this.”
There is no voice in our experience that speaks to us in just such a way.
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The conscience guides us and leads us in the way we think is right. The
moral conscience of man is so strong many have followed the old
maxim, “Let your conscience be your guide.” Precisely stated, the
conscience is that God-given faculty within us that makes it possible for
us to distinguish what it considers morally good or bad. It commends
the good; it condemns the bad and so prompts or urges us to do what
we think at the time to be good and to avoid what we think at the time
to be the bad. Notice that the conscience is a process of thought, a
purely intellectual spiritual type of ability, a mental faculty that we as
human beings have. It makes moral judgments; it is able to distinguish
between these moral judgments. Further, it urges us and in effect
gouges us to act upon the good and condemns us when we do not.

Many have used their conscience as their guide of life. They use the
conscience as the ultimate authority for decision making, which is a
purpose it was never intended to have. Paul is a good example of one
who had lived in all good conscience throughout life (Acts 23:1), even
at a time when he was persecuting Christians (Acts 26:9-11). He
thought he was doing the right thing at the time. He was listening to the
guidance of his conscience thinking that he must oppose this Jesus of
Nazareth with his followers. Paul said: “I thank God, whom I serve
from my forefathers with pure conscience” (2 Tim. 1:3). Even though
Paul was doing the wrong thing in persecuting Christians prior to his
conversion to Christ, still he thought he was doing the right thing at the
time. This is a real illustration of the fact that the conscience was never
intended to be the authority of our life, but rather is to function, as a
God given faculty, which urges us to do what we think is right at the
time.

The conscience is like a watch. It has to be set properly to work
well and be of benefit. Therefore, the conscience itself is not always a
reliable guide but needs to be trained. The Bible says a great deal about
our conscience. The conscience can be destroyed, that is we can violate
our conscience which is sinful (Rom. 14:22-23); we can defile our
conscience, leading to unbelief (Tit. 1:15); and we can sear our
conscience, leading to apostasy (1 Tim. 4:1-2). We can ignore our
conscience or violate our conscience. A guilty conscience can soon lead
to a hardened conscience and such can lead to unbelief (Heb. 3:12).

What is the origin of such a faculty? It simply could not be the
result of millions of years of slow gradual development as the Human-
ists assert since nothing else in God’s created world has one. Con-
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science has the ability to impose, reproach, feel remorse and shame, and
at the same time to make us feel that such consequences are deserved.
It is truly a unique feature of the human mind and it proves that man is
more than merely physical. Man is a spiritual being, unique in all of
creation. A purely physical being would not have a conscience urging
him to do what he thinks is right or condemning when he thinks he is
wrong. A purely physical being would not be concerned at all about
such matters. We see that fact all around us as every one has come in
contact with animals that never ask, “Why did I do that?” alternatively,
“Why did I bite my owner’s hand?” The Humanistic approach cannot
adequately account for this. However, the human creation, which is
both physical and spiritual in makeup, would and does do this every
day. There are times when some people brood over a problem of
conscience for years. Therefore, the conscience proves that man is more
than merely physical.

An important further consideration, one perhaps even more
fundamental than the conscience itself, is the fact that the conscience
is the recognition of a moral code to which rational people are
responsible. The conscience testifies to the existence of good and evil
in the world. However, Humanists do not take into account the fact that
there is real moral good and evil in the world. Between 1941 and 1945
there was the massive, deliberate and well-planned extermination of
upwards to 15 million people, 6 million were Jews in what has become
known as the Holocaust. This included Jews, Gypsies, Slavs, Poles and
Russians. Raphael Lemkin coined the word “genocide” to describe the
events that took place in Germany under Nazi rule from 1933 to1945.
Their aim was a racial purification. Was this real objective evil? If so,
by what standard does the Humanist appeal to such as being evil?
Joseph Stalin, aiming at building socialism, exterminated 3 million
farmers through starvation. By 1936, he initiated a series of purges that
were conducted with the purpose of doing away with his political
opposition. Was this real evil? The Humanist answers that we ought to
do the act or follow the practice that will bring about the greatest
possible balance of good over evil in the world. However to refer to
good in this way is to reason in a circle. The Humanist uses the term
“good” to define the term “good.” What is good? The atheist cannot
properly explain “good” without using it in his explanation. The
problem with the Humanistic explanation of morals and conscience is
that such cannot be grounded in matter. Science is the study of material
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reality. It can only tell us what the case is materially, this is the only
thing that science can do. The moral law tells us what ought to be the
case. Only something spiritual can issue commands about what we
must or must not do. Humanists asks us to believe that matter is the
origin of what ought to be when in reality the source of, and foundation
of, moral law is God.9

THE SOUL OF MAN PROVES
THAT MAN IS BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL

The reason such essential elements as the nature of man, his ability
to freely choose between the right and the wrong, his rational ability,
and his conscience have no place in the Humanists’ concept of man is
because they have, in effect, reduced man to being nothing more than
an animal among other animals. To the Humanist, there is no moral
value or moral standard. This is the case because if there is no ultimate
good, there is no standard by which any action may be judged either
right or wrong in any meaningful way. In this case, man would be like
beasts of the field in the sense that he would not be held accountable for
the decisions he makes during his life. There would be no real merit to
the decisions made in his life as to what is good or bad, right or wrong.

According to Humanism, pursuit of pleasure is man’s chief goal in
life. Therefore, do away with all religious ideals, which inhibit man. If
man has no eternal destiny, then he is like any other animal that dies.
In addition, if such were the case, as Paul said, “... if the dead rise not?
let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die” (1 Cor. 15:32). However,
the Humanists’ reduction of man to an animal will not do. As has been
shown, we cannot deny our freedom. We cannot consistently deny our
rational ability or the conscience, which urges us to do what we think
to be right. These elements are forcefully given in the files of our
experiences, and every attempt to deny them presupposes their
existence. Therefore, what is the truth of the matter? How shall we
explain the existence of such human characteristics?

The rational explanation for man having such spiritual characteris-
tics, and those characteristics being such an essential part of man, is the
fact that man is a spiritual being created in the image of God (Gen.
1:26-27). God created man with intellectual ability (1 Cor. 2:11), and
with human emotions (Dan. 7:15). As has been seen, man has the
ability to think, to reason, to distinguish between what is good and evil,
and he has a conscience that hurts him when he fails to do what he
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thinks is right. There is a wonderful dynamic relationship placed within
man between the physical and the spiritual. In fact, we may say, that
which makes a man a human being is the very soul that is within him.
This is the defining element that truly makes him what he is. God gives
humankind the soul at conception (Ecc. 12:7). It is God that forms the
spirit that is within us (Zech. 12:1). God is described as the father of
spirits (Heb. 12:9). Therefore, it is correct to say that the soul comes
from God. James describes the fact that the body without the spirit is
dead (Jas. 2:26), and other New Testament writers teach that the soul
survives us at death (Mt. 10:28; Rev. 6:9). After death, the disobedient
are punished (Mt. 25:46) and this punishment is described as suffering
(1 Thess. 1:9). One must be conscious to experience suffering, which
is a quality of a spiritual being.

CONCLUSION

In this chapter we have accomplished what we set out to do, and
that is to prove the minor premise of the argument that man is both a
physical and spiritual being. In doing this, it has also shown that the
Humanists’ position that man is a material being only, is false.

To the Humanists, God is simply a concept invented by man in
coping with a worldview he does not understand. Religion itself, they
say, was simply developed over a period of time in various stages until
it evolved into its present form. It is something to be tolerated and, they
say, all religious views are worthless. To the Humanists, religion with
its views is a display of man’s weakness and a social hindrance to
man’s progress. The Humanists’ attack on religion in general, and
Christianity in particular, goes on and on. It would be hard to find a
greater foe to Christ and His church than the Secular Humanists.
Therefore, the why of this study is obvious!

This study has devoted itself to one area of that attack. It has
proven that the Secular Humanists’ assertion that there is no distinction
between the secular and the spiritual is a false concept. Man in his
essential nature is not merely material, he is also spiritual. In fact, it has
been proven that it is the very spiritual side of man that makes him
what he is, man. The Humanists’ error in attempting to remove the
spiritual side from man does away with the very thing that makes man
a man. The soul of man, which every individual has, is what defines
humanity as being the very special creation of God that he is. There-
fore, since the argument for man and his true nature has been both set
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forth and defended, and since the argument of this chapter proves that
Secular Humanism’s view of there being only the secular is false, then
one can reasonably say that Secular Humanism itself is false.
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